ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 

By ANNIE DAMEK. K.N. 

L WAS requested by the Federation eominittee to make some sug¬ 
gestions with regard to reorganization and possible alliliation, and T 
thought it might be well briefly to make those suggestions liere. 

Our association is getting to be a very big child. We have fifteen 
thousand members, and we are constantly growing, and it seem.- that 
as a national body we should have a more clear and definite form ol 
organization. Whether we can best do that by making some changes 
in our present organization, or whether we can carry out the work 
under the American Federation of Nurses is the question. Both have 
been suggested. 1 recommend that in order to secure an organization 
which shall stand as a great national body, a body with power and 
authority delegated to it. by state societies, that shall stand for the 
things for which we as nurses desire to stand, tor which we are working, 
which shall embody the ideals for which we are striving, that we should 
form in some wav an association which shall include all our state 
societies or clubs, and take the name of " National Federation or 
something that will imply t<> everybody that we are a national body. 

Yon will find that the name of “Associated Alumnie ” is not clear 
in the minds of the people and not clear to us, because we always speak 
of ourselves as a national body. The suggestion has been made that 
the Superintendents’ Society alliliate with us and that we have one 
national society. It appears to me that that would not be possible, 
n«d I do not believe it would meet wth the approval of the Superin¬ 
tendents' Socictv. Their membership is individual and their work 
through the secretary has to he carried on with individual women. 
Our organization is composed of clubs and associations and the secre¬ 
tary's work lies with associations. But we could reorganize so that in¬ 
stead of having three national associations we could have two national 
bodies. From the trend of the discussion at our Federation meeting 
it would seem there was growing tip the idea that the Federation was a 
national body, with judicial powers and authority as a national organ 
ization, which it has not. The American Federation of Nurses was 
organized in order to alliliate with the International Society. That 
was the sole object. It holds these conferences in connection with the 
other two sovieties and forces these two societies to assume the expense 
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ii!' the meeting, which does not seem exactly fair to the Superintendent>' 
Society that they should have to share equally in carrying on tin' 
convention. As time goes on it may seent necessary to hold meetings 
of that general body, meetings which will continue over more than one 
day. Our Nurses’ Associated Alumna; is growing in interest so that 
it would seem almost as though we would have to have meetings lasting 
a week if we are to have any papers presented at all. The committee 
work is most valuable, the interest shown all over (lie country is great, 
and the desire to do something is increasing continually, and it seems 
to me the most important thing we can do is to organize into a national 
hotly, and if there is a sentiment about keeping the name of “Ameri¬ 
can Federation " its it is now. let ns take some other name and let ns 
,'tlliliate with the other national association. If the Superintendents' 
Society does not want to come in, although it would seem much easier 
for one society to alliliate thitn for two hundred societies to withdraw 
from the Associated Alumna 1 and then apply for atliliation with the 
national association, it would seem best to keep up the organization of 
Ibis society. 

Then we might go further into details. Some very valuable sugges¬ 
tions have been made as In changes in the by-laws, which are neecssarv. 
In regard to permanent membership with this national body, that 
should be recognized on an entirely individual basis. That question can 
he taken up later for discussion. Whether I he alnmnie association re¬ 
main its a basis of membership can also he determined. There is need 
and a. demand for a national body which is to represent the nurses of 
the country, which is to give them judicial power and a definite stand¬ 
ing before the public as to nursing ideals and work. We do need, either 
in printed form or some other form, a code of ethics. This is par¬ 
ticularly necessary with regard to our relation to the medical profes¬ 
sion. The relation in which we stand to them, the relation of our 
connection with medical work and hospital work, and the objects for 
which we stand in regard to teaching, the instruction of nurses, our 
ethical relation as one body to another, and <mr relation as nurses to 
one another, and it seems to me we should have a committee to discuss 
with the medical society committee from each state the establishment 
ot some satistactorv basis ol our relations to one another. All these 
questions come up and we have got to meet them. We are too large 
.1 body to go along as we have been going. We bate been growing, 
and now we have reached a stage of growth where we are in a position 
and in need of formulating something more definite than we are now 
working under. 
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Wo want to take some definite step in regard to our national 
•1 oukn'a !.. At the last meeting your society agreed to otter to buy the 
shares of stock held by individuals and give notes. This suggestion 
was made on account of the stringent .money market and on account 
of making pledges to the Hospital Economies course, and they did 
not think it would be advisable or desirable to ask for money to pur¬ 
chase Journal stock. The suggestion was made to the owners that 
they sell their stock and take notes, and as you see we have secured 
only six shares. The directors would suggest that these notes he taken 
up during the year from the balance in our treasury. You should also 
decide whether you wish to raise the money in some form to purchase 
the remainder of the stock and therefore own the Journal. 

All through our meetings there has been an evidence of the feeling 
of unrest among women, and in some cases they have come out openly 
with a demand for the ballot, and in view of this situation I want to 
make a plea for the enfranchisement of one class of women, and that 
is the pupil nurses itt our training schools. We are gradually taking 
the ground that, it is woman’s place to iake part in the affairs of gov¬ 
ernment and the making of laws. We see on many sides women and 
children being abused and overworked, but we must consider that there 
is one class of women for whom we car do something as a great body 
of professional women. We can help the women working in our schools 
to secure a better adjustment of the hours of labor in our schools. We 
had a beautiful illustration given us yesterday of the ideals along those 
lines which we hope to see realized throughout the country. Let us 
come to the help of those who an? striving to make some changes in that 
respect. 

We have had this discussion on the subject of moral prophylaxis, 
and it has been demonstrated that we, as nurses, know very little nboul 
it ourselves; bow can we go to the legislature and ask for laws when 
we know nothing about the subject? We want it taught in our schools 
and we want to loam a great deal more about it than we do now. We 
want it felt in our training schools. I am giving my own opinion as a 
graduate nurse because my whole point of view lias been from the 
position of the graduate nurse. 

In going back to the beginning of our training schools I see women 
who have gone into these schools from their homes. They are not accepted 
until they are of age, but when they enter sucli schools they are 
established in a conventual life, with a strict adherence to military dis¬ 
cipline, and when we come out and ask that women he given some share 
in tile national government, let us ask that in our schools our women 
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who lire of age may be permitted something along the line of self 
government, and teach them to govern themselves when they go out 
ns women to take a position in the community. In seeking the irleals 
for (he protection of womanhood we have got to he taught that we 
have to he self-governing ourselves. 1 do wish to appeal most ear¬ 
nestly in this matter, and I also wish to say that it is a question which 
must be taken up by our educational organizations. It is the graduate 
nurse that is making the laws for registration, which we have now in 
twenty-three states. 1 believe it is a question for the graduate nurses, 
for their national organization in discuss all these matters relating to 
the improvement- of the nurse for her future life, if thev have to accept 
her as one of their members likewise. 

1 feel very strongly, fellow members, on this subject. When vou 
are asked to begin work for the enfranchisement of women, begin it 
right at home. 

I lie president appointed the following committee on resolul ions: VII’s. 
Lockwood, chairman. Granby. Connecticut: Miss Hennclt. Spokane, Wash.; "Miss 
Pierson. St. Louis. 

Im President. It is very gratifying to sec >o large a delegation from 
Missouri. Three years ago there were parts of the country that were not ropre 
senior). Now we have delegates from Georgia. Nebraska. Missouri, as well a- 
from Oregon and Soul hern California. 1 think they must he all here from the 
West and the poor old Knst has forgotten to come, or perhaps tint “wise 
women ” have all gone out of the East. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

The afternoon session was failed to order at 1..’10 o'clock 

Report ok tiif, Inter-State Secretary 

[The stales that have not sent an “ official " report have failed to comply 
with repeated requests through the JOURNAL, also personal letters asking that 
they be sent for the Minneapolis meeting. Also, all matters pertaining to 
hoards of examiners is withheld on account of fhe topic being taken up separately 
at the conference.] 

The California State Nurses' Association lias a membership of 105». 
and, with the exception of some changes, it is steadily inereasing. The Hoard 
of Regents in Juno decided to undertake the registration of nurses, which obliga 
tion was placed upon them by the state legislature in 1005. The Pacific Coast 
Journal , published by the association, continues to be n strong link in advancing 
the best interests of the nursing profession among the nurses of the state 
and those of Oregon and Washington. 

The Coeoraijo State Trained Nurses’ Association was organized in 1904. 
State registration was secured in 1005, and as reported last year the law was 
amended in 1007. No legislation has been necessary this vear. A number of 
associations hm-o affiliated with the state association, and it is hoped that in 
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the future move enthusiasm will be shown by the inembevs, and a greater 
willingness to assist in any work for the uplifting of the profession. 

The Graduate Nurses' Association ok Connecticut has held quarterly 
meetings during the year, two of which iiave been largely on the discussion 
of the tuberculosis problem, and one with regard to central directories. The 
plan adopted at last year's annual meeting for boards of examiners and registra¬ 
tion of nurses to co-operate with training-school superintendents to secure uni¬ 
form entrance requirements and curriculum has not materialized. The state 
association again recommends such action. 

The Graduate Nurses' Association ok the District ok Coeusihia has 
investigated the conditions of the single almshouse in the District and found 
everything very satisfactory. In order to interest the meinliers in local matters 
relating to hygiene and the public health four lectures anil addresses have been 
given by physicians and other members of the Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis. A central registry for nurses has been in successful operation 
since December, 1900. Since January, 1900. none hut registered nurses arc 
admitted to its benefits, provided they are graduates. A certain number of 
non-graduates are admitted, as there is a demand for them, hut of graduates 
all must be registered nurses. During the past winter the Columbian Women 
of the Women’s Department, George Washington University, invited the Graduate 
Nurses' Association to co-operate with them in bringing together the thinking 
women of Washington. To this end tea was served in the. parlors of the 
Women's Department every afternoon, and on Monday of each week the Graduate 
Nurses’ Association took charge and was hostess. At the last three meetings 
of the association the matter of establishing a nurses’ club lias been under 
discussion. Decently $25 was raised by contributions of members to help a 
deaconess who had fallen a victim to tuberculosis and was unable to pay her 
expenses while under treatment. 

The Georiiia State Association ok Graduate Nurses reports a contribu¬ 
tion of $50 towards the Hospital Keonomics Fund at Teachers’ College, also a 
contribution of the same amount, towards establishing a district nurse in 
Augusta. The association is affiliated with the Associated Charities and the 
Tuberculosis anil Visiting Nurses’ Association of Atlanta, also the Associated 
Charities of Augusta. Delegates were sent to the State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs and to the Tuberculosis Congress, the latter at the request of the governor. 
An effort is being made to raise money to assist in establishing a state tuber¬ 
culosis sanitarium. Towards tliis end booklets are printed containing coupons 
which the members are selling for ‘25 cents each, the idea being that each 
member of the association raise $5. 

The Ji.i.txots State Association ok Graduate Nurses reports a member 
siiip of nearly 700. The Quarterly is still edited and published by the asso 
eiation, and is not. only greatly appreciated by the members but has proven a 
valuable agent in holding together the interest of the nurses of the state. 
The regular quarterly meetings have been held, three in Chicago, and a two-day 
meeting in Quincy in May. A special Tuberculosis Committee was appointed 
early last fall, and $1200 has been raised with which to build a shack for the 
use of graduate nurses who have contracted tuberculosis. This shack is to be 
in connection with some already established sanitarium, thus lessening the 
expense of administration. A shack large enough to accommodate six patients. 
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equipped with Imtli. dressing room. t ic.. has been considered. The conimiLtec 
lias in view endowment features dependent upon the amount of money given, 
which will assist in paying the hoard of nurses occupying the shack hut who 
are unable to pay for themselves. The state board of examiners has been 
appointed by Governor Deneeii and alter organization registered 1)N nurses at 
its last meeting. The legislative committee lias been called upon to defend 
an amendment ottered in both Houses to increase the membership of the board 
of examiners to seven members. No change in the law is desired at this time, 
as tin*: association feels that the present board -liould be given an opportunity to 
show its ability to carry out the provisions of the law. The association continues 
its atliliation with the Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs. 

1 UK Imha.na St ATI; NT us kn* Association does not report great things 
actually accomplished during the year, but tin* work is going on and growing 
steadily. The membership lias reached 21S, and all alliliated societies in tin- 
state report increase in members and interest. Through tin- persistent etlorl> 
ot the legislative eommitlce a threatened attaek on the board of examiners was 
averted. 

Tin: Iowa Statu Association ok Kkuistekku Nurses reports a member¬ 
ship of Ml. At the last annual meeting 7s new members were admitted, but 
owing to the ehange in the constitution, necessitated by the registration law 
making registration obligatory to eligibility to state membership, a number 
of former members were found to be ineligible, owing to their not having 
registered. The mime of the association lias been changed to the Iowa State 
Association of Ift yin Ural Nurses instead of graduate nurses. The state board 
of examiners holds two examinations yearly and lias now registered 842 nurses. 
In order to obtain better educational standards, the association has been work 
ing for an inspector of training schools. The association contributed to tin* 
fund in connection with the National Tulierculosis Congress. Special work is 
being done, in some of the large cities of the state to interest and instruct the 
general public as to the work and need for the visiting nurse. 

Thk Kentucky Statu Ansik iatio.n ok Graduate Nurses reports a far )c» 
-ttenuous year than the preceding, owing to the legislature not lining in 
session, but work along various lines ha> been progressing slowly and steadily. 
At the last annual meeting ten cents per capita was voted toward tin* Travelling 
Library Fund of the Stale Federation of Women’s Clubs. Bookcases are carried 
over the mountains on mules from one town to another, distances not being 
measured by miles, but by so many hours and days. The association has con¬ 
tributed ijtJOO to the Hospital Kcoitomies Kndowmcnl Fund. A very cordial and 
harmonious spirit exists among the nurses of the Mate and each year the 
membership is increasing. The public is gradually being enlightened as to the 
need ot state registration for nurses, and a revised bill will be presented at the 
next session ot the legislature. The almshouse committee reports a favorable 
condition ot the majority of the county houses visited. The inquiries followed 
the investigation of the Board of Children’s Guardians, which did most coin 
mcndublc work in removing all children from the almshouses. 

The Massachusetts State Nurses' Association held a mid-winter meet 
ing in Boston in January for the purpose of discussing the bill for state 
registration. It was learned that a bill demanding two years’ training in a 
hospital involved a principle which Masyaelniseffs ha** always refused to put 
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into law. Doctors, lawyers, and others who have asked for registration have 
not been able to secure the passage of a law demanding that applicants be 
graduates of any special school or that they take any special course, but that 
they pass the required examination. The association was advised to accept the 
best legislation obtainable at present, and trust to the future for higher 
standards. Miss S. F. Palmer was guest of honor at this meeting and her 
wise counsel was great encouragement. The bill was presented to the legisla¬ 
ture and a hearing was given by the Committee on Public Health, but the 
members and their friends failed to convince them that the legislation asked 
for was needed and the bill was therefore withdrawn for the fourth time. The 
members are not wholly discouraged though the obstacles to overcome are great. 

The Maryland State Association has a membership of nearly 330, repre¬ 
senting fourteen different schools of the state. A society composed of super¬ 
intendents of training schools has been organized this year for the purpose of 
establishing a uniform curriculum for all the schools. Much enthusiasm has 
been shown by the members, and already a course of lectures has been made 
out, and it is hoped by autumn that a part of this new system at least will be 
ready to put into effect in the schools. The question of fitness for membership 
from an educational standpoint has settled itself by the society recognizing that 
the active members of the association must be registered nurses, and that special 
provision must be made for those nurses living in the state who cannot become 
registered nurses, under “ associate membership,” which simply gives them 
the privilege of attending meetings without taking any active part. Among 
a few of the successful and effective pieces of work done by the association 
has been the placing of a nurse for one year in the field for the care of tuber¬ 
culosis patients. The association has been called upon to assist the State 
Lunacy Commission in its active campaign to get state care for the insane; 
and they have co-operated with all other associations in the state in the 
advancement of health problems. The last step formed is the establishment of 
a central directory, and it is hoped that it may be under the auspices of the 
state association. 

The Michigan State Nurses’ Association has turned its entire efforts 
this year toward legislative work in the interest of its bill, which was presented 
for the third time in the House in February. It passed the House in April by 
a vote of Oil to 7. On the last afternoon of the session of the Senate, May 19, 
Senator Barnaby of Grand Rapids called for the nurses’ bill. It was read for 
the third time and passed at once by a unanimous vote. It was signed by the 
governor and has become a law. The year has been the most strenuous one of 
the organization in outlining the most effective plans of procedure and in 
carrying these plans to a successful issue. Miss Isabel Mclsaac very kindly 
gave a week in lecturing to nurses in the principal cities of Michigan, and her 
efforts were greatly appreciated. Mrs. G. O. Switzer of Ludington took charge 
of the upper part of the state and Miss Lulu Durkee of Detroit talked to the 
nurses in Saginaw and Bay City, both accomplishing good results. The responsi¬ 
bility of the campaign has been borne by the Executive Board and the Legisla¬ 
tive Committee, but the final victory was accomplished only through the faithful 
and persistent efforts of Representative Rice who fathered the bill, and Mr. 
C. F. Schneider and Mr. John Blodgett, both of Grand Rapids. Some com¬ 
promises have been made, but the vital, essential features have been preserved, 
60 
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The Minnesota State Nurses’ Association 1ms held two meetings during 
the year. At the annual meeting the constitution and by-laws were revised, 
combining the ollice of secretary and treasurer; election to this office to be 
permanent. Assistant secretary and corresponding secretary to be elected 
annually. The contract with the Courant Publishing Company has been renewed, 
but instead of two entire issues of the magazine edited by the association, three 
pages only will appear in each issue. The Courant continues to be a monthly 
magazine and the official organ of the federated Clubs of Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and South Dakota. During the year ten shares of Courant stock were purchased. 

The Missouri State Nurses’ Association has an increase in membership 
of 132 since the meeting in San Francisco. The important work of the year 
has been revising the bill for state registration and preparation for the legisla¬ 
tive work which has been very successful. The bill became a law in April. 
Needless to say the nurses of the state are jubilant over their victory, and are 
justly proud of Miss Forrester and others, whose untiring efforts secured the 
passage of the law. Central directories have been established in both Kansas 
City and St. Louis. 

The Nebraska State Association of Graduate Nurses has had a busy 
year in drafting a bill for state registration, followed by strenuous legislative 
work which resulted in securing the passage of the bill on March 24, 190!). The 
administration of the law is in the hands of the state board of health which 
consists of the governor, attorney-general, state treasurer, and superintendent 
of public instruction. Three secretaries arc to be appointed by the board of 
health from nurses engaged in active work who will act in the capacity of 
assistants, but according to the law the state association cannot control these 
appointments. 

The Graduate Nurses’ Associ ation of New Hampshire reports that nearly 
200 nurses have availed themselves of the privilege of state registration. At 
the annual meeting in 1908, committees were appointed for each county to 
learn something of existing conditions in the almshouses, following the plan 
outlined by Mrs. Crane. Reports were received from seven of the ten counties 
(one having no almshouse), and revealed good management and gratifying con¬ 
ditions throughout the state. Much interest has been manifested in the organi¬ 
zation of county societies. Ten dollars was subscribed by individual members 
toward the expense of the tuberculosis exhibit in Washington. 

The New York State Nurses’ Association held its annual meeting in 
Buffalo in October, 1908. The treasurer’s report showed the association to be 
in good financial condition in spite of heavy expenses. During the year $250 
have been paid to the Associated Alumnae for stock in the American .Tournae 
of Nursing; $200 to the Hospital Economics Course for current expenses; and 
$250 for the Endowment Fund. Two new associations have been admitted to 
membership, and several individual members. A state committee on Red Cross 
work has been appointed, also a new committee on “District Chairmen.” This 
committee is to divide the state into districts, appointing a chairman for each, 
whose duty it will be to look after the interests of the nurses in her district, 
supplying information on nursing affairs, and endeavoring in every way to 
further the interests and raise the standards of the profession. 

TnE North Carolina State Nurses’ Association has a membership of 
139. The annual meeting held in Durham in June, 1903, was very encouraging, 



Nurses’ Associated Alumnce of the United States 909 

with an increased number of nurses in attendance. Thirty-five recent graduates 
in Durham, representing fifteen of the eighteen training schools of the state, 
passed the state board examination and were admitted to membership. The 
chief work of the association this year has been a renewed effort to secure the 
establishment of a preparatory course of lectures for nurses at the State Normal 
and Industrial College at Greensboro. As the co-operation of the superintendents 
of training schools was absolutely essential, communications were sent to the 
different schools. Sixteen of the eighteen training schools have now strongly 
endorsed the establishment of such a course and the communications are now 
before the trustees of the college awaiting their decision. Twenty-five dollars 
has been contributed toward the Endowment Fund and a sum contributed by 
individual members was donated toward defraying the expenses of the tuber¬ 
culosis exhibit at Washington. 

The Ohio State Association of Graduate Nurses has a membership of 
370. An attempt has been made to secure state registration, but the bill has 
met with strong opposition from the medical profession. It was not thought 
best to present the bill again this year, but it is hoped that through the 
educational committee a better understanding of its provisions may be brought 
about. 

The Oregon State Nurses 1 Association reports a membership of 70. 
During the year a cottage for tubercular nurses was completed at the Portland 
Open-Air Sanitarium at a cost of $1000. It is a model cottage well furnished 
fo accommodate two patients. A member of the association has succeeded in 
having a trained nurse placed in charge of the Portland Baby Home, a charitable 
institution for the care of foundlings. The work of greatest interest this year 
is building up a central registry for nurses under the auspices of the state 
association. 

The Graduate Nurses’ Association of Pennsylvania reports that the 
year 1008 was almost entirely devoted to work on the bill for state registration. 
In October, Ida F. Giles was appointed field secretary to tour the state, lecturing 
to nurses, doctors, and law-makers on state registration, with the result that 
the bill, a8 amended on third reading in the Senate, was signed by the governor 
in April. The bill, as passed, provides that the governor shall appoint a State 
Board of Examiners for Registration of Nurses, composed of five members; three 
of said members shall be physicians, two of whom shall be connected in an 
official capacity with public hospitals where nurses’ training schools are main¬ 
tained, and all of whom shall have practiced their profession in the state of 
Pennsylvania for at least five years immediately preceding the time of their 
appointment, and the remaining two members shall bo nurses graduated from 
training schools connected with hospitals where practical and theoretical in¬ 
struction is given in general, surgical, and medical nursing, and who shall have 
been engaged in nursing for at least five years since graduation. In October 
the first number of The Quarterly appeared. It is edited by the association for 
the purpose of instructing graduate nurses in the aims of the state association. 

The Graduate Nurses’ Association of Texas has succeeded in passing a 
bill which became a law on March 25, 1909. The bill provides for an examining 
board, composed of five nurses, appointed by the governor. The entire board is 
re-appointed every two years by the governor. 

The Graduate Nurses’ Association of Virginia has been trying to 
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strengthen the weak links in its membership list, and to this end the working 
members and executive board have organized in every city or town a committee 
of nurses, whose duty it is to interest the more recent graduates of the hospitals 
in the work of the association and their duty in sustaining it. An earnest 
effort is being made to form some concerted plan of action in the fight against 
tuberculosis and for almshouse nursing. 

The Graduate Nurses’ Association of West Virginia was successful 
in defeating amendments to its law which several doctors introduced. The 
most important was to admit all graduate nurses to registration in West 
Virginia without examination until January, 1010, after that time to make 
registration obligatory. Other than the attempt at amendment, the law has 
not met with any opposition, and 242 nurses have been registered. The prin¬ 
cipal work of the association accomplished this year was the founding of a 
State Association of Training-school Superintendents. It is to be divided into 
sections and meet quarterly to discuss problems of mutual interest. Miss S. F. 
Palmer was guest of honor at the third annual meeting held in October and 
read an interesting and instructive paper on “ The Educational Effect of 
Registration.’' 

The Washington State Graduate Nurses’ Association became affiliated 
with the Associated Alumme at the San Francisco convention. In May, 1908, 
the Legislative Committee made its first draft of a bill for state registration. 
At the annual meeting in June the bill was discussed, revised, ordered printed, 
and to be presented at the coming legislature. For the purpose of more effective 
work the state was divided into an eastern and western section, with councillors 
for each who were to meet every month. Mrs. It. E. Buchanan, a representative 
from Spokane, and Miss Laura MacMillan from Seattle were appointed and 
commenced their work in December. So effective was their work that the bill 
was passed and became a law on March 3, 1909. 

Summary. —The following states have associations, but not affiliated: 
Louisiana, South Carolina, Wyoming, Tennessee, and Idaho (last three organ¬ 
ized within a year). 

Kansas and Montana are preparing to organize, also Wisconsin. Of the 
33 states organized, 28 are affiliated with the Associated Alumna;, 3 having been 
accepted this year, namely, Washington, New Jersey, and Oklahoma. 

This has indeed been the banner year for the passage of bills which are as 
follows: Wyoming, Oklahoma, Washington, Nebraska, Texas, Missouri, Penn¬ 
sylvania, and Michigan, making 24 states in all which have secured legal 
enactment. 

The Registration Chart which was so carefully prepared in 1907-1908 by 
Miss M. L. Daniels of Salem, Mass., is still awaiting the action of the Executive 
Board to authorize its publication in the Journal. 

It is recommended that hereafter the reports from county and city associa¬ 
tions be incorporated in the general report, as they are in reality the founda¬ 
tion now of the work of the states. 

The courtesies extended by the officers of the affiliated associations and the 
American Journal of Nursing have always been prompt and cordial, and 
grateful recognition is hereby made. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah E. Sly, Inter-state Secretary. 
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Mrs. Robb’s paper as chairman of the committee on Red Cross work was 
partly read at the Federation meeting and re-read at the Associated Alumnce. 
After the convention the paper was taken by Mrs. Robb for correction and has 
not been returned to the secretary, so it is impossible to publish it. Without 
the original paper the discussion would be unintelligible. Only the official 
action taken by the association, which followed the reading of the paper and the 
discussion, is here given. This is comprised in the following resolution which 
was presented by Miss Palmer, who said, in introducing it: 

In order to open the discussion I have been asked to submit a resolu¬ 
tion. First I want to say that although 1 am not an active nurse in service 
I am a member of the National Red Cross Society as an officer in our 
Rochester Branch. The work of our Red Cross, its motives, and objects are 
constantly brought before me in various ways simply through my official con¬ 
nection with the society. For that reason I think my feeling in this is perhaps 
a little different from that of some others, and it seems to me that in con¬ 
sidering this whole subject of our Red Cross affiliation we should not lose sight 
of our relation to the Red Cross. It is not so much a matter of professional 
recognition as it is a question of patriotism and philanthropy. Now I want to 
read this resolution as a means of opening a discussion on this matter: 

“ Resolved, That the American Federation of Nurses affiliate in a body with 
the National Red Cross Society, and that nurses be nominated by this association 
to serve with the National Red Cross committee as outlined by the National 
War Relief Board.” 

With the exception of the substitution of the words “ the Nurses’ Associated 
Alumna: ” in place of the “ Federation of Nurses,” the resolution was adopted as 
read (the recommendation of the War Relief Committee being that a national 
Red Cross committee on nursing should be composed of fifteen members, nine 
of them nurses). 

STATE SUPERVISION OF NURSING SCHOOLS IN 
NEW YORK 

By ANNA L. ALLINE, R.N. 

Inspector of Nurse Training Schools. 

The training schools for nurses in the state of New York were, by 
the passing of the Nurse Practice Act, put on an educational basis by 
being placed under the authority of the state board which controls 
every educational institutioii of the state, whether it is a public school, 
college, or university, regardless of the course of study, whether it is 
kindergarten, mathematics, music, art, agriculture, medicine, or law. 

The word education encompasses the whole system. This system is 
called the University of the State of New York, and is governed by n 
Board of Regents consisting of eleven men elected at a joint session of 
the Senate and Assembly, men who have been active educators, leaders 
in educational matters. The Regents appoint a commissioner who has 
charge of the department. The work is classed under three heads, as 



